
Ten Ways to Prevent Fraud 

1. Do not put outgoing mail, checks, etc. in a mailbox with the flag up.   Take outgoing 

mail to the Post Office and drop it off at the drop location inside the Post Office. 

2. Purchase a cross-cut shredder and shred all discarded documents with identifying 

information.  This includes mail labels with name/address. etc. and credit card offers. 

3. Use only reputable tax preparation accountants and do not shop around once you find 

one you trust. It isn’t always good to save a few bucks by getting your taxes done by 

the cheapest preparation company you can find when you are providing them with 

your personal information. 

4. Use cash as much as possible for payment especially at restaurants or any location 

where your credit or debit card is taken out of your view. 

5. Do not use debit cards at gas pumps. 

6. Limit debit card use because if a debit card number is compromised it is directly tied 

to your checking account which can take the banks weeks to refund the money in your 

account. 

7. Avoid Craigslist job offers to work at home such as reshipping items from home or 

“Mystery Shopping.”  Also when purchasing items from online websites such as 

Craigslist or Ebay use common sense in regards to the price of the item.  If the price is 

too good to be true then it is.  If meeting someone to purchase an item from the 

internet meet at a public location such as a Police Department parking lot.  If they 

won’t meet you there then do not conduct business with them. 

8. Do not write a check to just anyone because each check contains your name, address, 

checking account number and routing number which provides access to your checking 

account. 

9. Periodically check your credit and if feasible place a credit freeze with each credit 

bureau. 

10. Do not leave valuable’s such as purses, jewelry or other high dollar items in your 

vehicle anywhere.  This includes at home in your driveway and in the garage (In case 

you leave the garage door open.)  If you have to leave items in your vehicle do not 

leave them in plain sight. 


